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Greetings from VoiceAfrique 

Monday, February 16, 2026 

 This week, our stories explore the intersection of tradition and transformation across the African 
continent. From the urgent fight against human trafficking and the political crisis of "confiscated 
democracies" to the intellectual integration of faith and reason, we examine the heavy challenges 
facing our society. We also highlight the prophetic reclaiming of cultural identity through dress, 
music, and the shifting dynamics of the African family in a digital age. These narratives invite us to 
reflect on how we can authentically live out the Gospel and protect human dignity in an ever-
evolving world. 

By Sr. Helen Kasaka, LSMI — PACTPAN Communication Director 

 

 

By VoiceAfrique & Nnaemeka Ali, OMI 

Topping our highlights this week is a stark and heavy analysis of the democratic crisis in Africa. In an 
interview, Jesuit Father Ludovic Lado discusses contested elections in Uganda, Tanzania, and 
Cameroon. He challenges the "prophetic silence" of the Church leadership and calls for a new 
political catechesis to empower Christians to serve the common good rather than complicit systems. 

Read more: voiceafrique.org/democratie-confisquee-eglise-silencieuse-et-esperance-fragile-en-
afrique/ 

VoiceAfrique Weekly Update 
Catholic News Analysis from Africa by Africans, for Africa and the World 

Monday, February 16, 2026 

 

1. Démocratie confisquée, Église silencieuse et espérance fragile en 
Afrique (Confiscated democracy, silent Church, and fragile hope in 
Africa) 

 

https://voiceafrique.org/democratie-confisquee-eglise-silencieuse-et-esperance-fragile-en-afrique/
https://voiceafrique.org/democratie-confisquee-eglise-silencieuse-et-esperance-fragile-en-afrique/
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By VoiceAfrique & Nnaemeka Ali, OMI 

In another urgent call to action, Sr. Leonida Katonge details how the "Anti-Human Trafficking 
Army" is reclaiming digital spaces to combat modern slavery. Inspired by St. Josephine Bakhita, this 
mission focuses on protecting the most vulnerable from deceptive online recruitment and flooding 
social media with truth. 

Read more: voiceafrique.org/ending-trafficking-in-africa/ 

 
 
 

 

By Kizito Chukwunonso Umennadi 

In a deep intellectual analysis, this piece addresses the "crisis of the mind" in Nigeria. It argues that 
separating faith from critical thinking makes believers vulnerable to manipulation and leads to a 
society where professional competence exists without ethical accountability. 

Read more: voiceafrique.org/when-faith-thinks-and-reason-believes/ 

 

 

 

By Helen Kasaka 

This story captures a historic shift in Zambia, where religious sisters are moving from quiet service to 
public advocacy. By training as "missionary-journalists," they are breaking the "theology of silence" 
to ensure their vital work in health and education is heard on the national stage. 

Read more: voiceafrique.org/lifting-the-veil/ 

 

2. Digital evangelisation for human dignity: Ending trafficking in 
Africa 

 

 

3. When faith thinks and reason believes 

 

 

4. Lifting the veil: How Zambia's Catholic sisters are turning silence 
into a national symphony 

 

 

 

https://voiceafrique.org/ending-trafficking-in-africa/
https://voiceafrique.org/when-faith-thinks-and-reason-believes/
https://voiceafrique.org/lifting-the-veil/
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By Stan Chu Ilo 

A significant cultural critique that questions why colonial-era dress codes still dominate African 
professional and religious life. The article calls for a "vestimentary revolution" where Africans wear 
symbols that speak to their own history and climate rather than inherited European norms. 

Read more: voiceafrique.org/you-are-what-you-wear-rethinking-how-priests-politicians-and-
academics-dress-in-africa/ 

 

 

 

By Titilayo Aduloju 

This reflection examines a profound shift in the African home. As smartphones replace evening 
storytelling, a "vulnerability gap" has emerged. The story urges parents to move beyond fear and 
become active mentors in their children’s digital lives. 

Read more: voiceafrique.org/how-digital-devices-are-reshaping-african-family-life/ 

 

 

 

By Stan Chu Ilo 

Rounding out our week is a tribute to the legendary Fela Kuti. Following his posthumous Grammy 
recognition, this piece explores his enduring role as a public intellectual who used music as a non-
violent weapon against military oppression and social injustice. 

Read more: voiceafrique.org/legacy-of-fela-anikulapo-kuti/ 

4. You are what you wear: Rethinking how priests, politicians, and 
academics dress in Africa 

 

 

 

 

4. How digital devices are reshaping African family life 

 

 

 

 

4. The enduring legacy of Fela Anikulapo Kuti 

 

 

 

 

https://voiceafrique.org/you-are-what-you-wear-rethinking-how-priests-politicians-and-academics-dress-in-africa/
https://voiceafrique.org/you-are-what-you-wear-rethinking-how-priests-politicians-and-academics-dress-in-africa/
https://voiceafrique.org/how-digital-devices-are-reshaping-african-family-life/
https://voiceafrique.org/legacy-of-fela-anikulapo-kuti/


 4 

Pan-African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN) www.pactpan.org 

www.pactpan.org  
 

 

 

 

Stay Connected & Support Our Mission 

e welcome your feedback, reflections, and contributions. 
VoiceAfrique is expanding and seeking committed 
contributors who desire to strengthen African Catholic 

journalism with integrity, depth, and hope. 
 
Contact: admin@pactpan.org 
 
• We invite you to explore advertising opportunities with us. 
• Support our mission and help us build a strong platform for 

African Catholic news analysis. 
• If you know someone who would benefit from this analysis? 

Please forward this update. 
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Sr. Helen Kasaka, LSMI 

Editor, VoiceAfrique Catholic 

News Analysis 

 

http://www.pactpan.org/
mailto:admin@pactpan.org

