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A Continent’s Cry for Dignity, Safety, and Justice 
 
 
Greetings from VoiceAfrique Catholic  

 
 This past week, our coverage has been marked by a troubling paradox: the celebration 

of African excellence on one hand, and the brutal reality of violence, systemic exclusion, 

and preventable suffering on the other. From the halls of a global health summit to the 

battlefields of Nigeria and Mozambique, and through the immigration checkpoints of 

the United States, one central question has emerged: What does African dignity truly 

mean? 

 

By Sr. Helen Kasaka, LSMI  

Communication Director   
 
Pan African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN) 
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Here are the stories that shaped our week. 
 

 
By VoiceAfrique Catholic 
 
 
We begin with the tragic killing of Most Rev. Osório Citora Afonso, Bishop of Quelimane in 

Mozambique. The Pan-African Catholic Theological and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN) issued a 

powerful statement of solidarity with SECAM, condemning the "heinous act" as an attack on the 

values of peace, justice, and religious freedom. 

 

The statement calls for an immediate, transparent investigation and uses the tragedy to demand a 

moral reckoning for the continent: "What has happened to our commitment to the sanctity of life?" It 

renews a call to the Gospel and the philosophy of Ubuntu—"I am because we are"—to build cultures 

of life, justice, and nonviolence. Pope Leo XIV has described Bishop Afonso's death as a painful loss 

for the Church, urging all believers to reject violence and become builders of peace. 

Read more: https://voiceafrique.org/statement-of-solidarity/ 

 

 
By Fr. Augustine Anwuchie 

 

 

A chilling report from Nigeria reveals the normalization of terror. Between January and May 2026, 

kidnappings intensified dramatically, with over 1,100 people—most of them children—abducted. 

Schools have become targets, and the educational landscape of northern Nigeria is collapsing; more 

than 11,500 schools have closed their doors. 

 

Fr. Anwuchie exposes a systemic failure, arguing that the crisis has been weaponized for political 

gain rather than solved through unity. As the government faces accusations of paying ransoms and 

prioritizing image management over security, Nigerian children are left "caught between political 

calculations and desperation for power." The international community has largely remained silent, 

even as a generation of Nigerian children grows up knowing fear instead of freedom. 

 

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/nigeria-mass-abduction/ 

 

 

2. Nigeria: When Mass Abduction of Children No Longer Shocks 

 

 

 

1. Statement of Solidarity: Mourning Bishop afonso 

 
 

 

 

https://voiceafrique.org/author/pactpan/
https://voiceafrique.org/statement-of-solidarity/
https://voiceafrique.org/nigeria-mass-abduction/
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By Stan Chu Ilo 

 

In a story that has sent shockwaves through the global sporting community, Somalia's historic FIFA 

World Cup referee, Omar Abdulkadir Artan, was denied entry into the United States despite holding 

a valid visa. The U.S. cited vague "vetting concerns," effectively ending a historic moment for African 

football. He was selected on merit as the 2025 CAF Best Male Referee, yet his nationality appears to 

have mattered more than his accomplishments. 

 

Dr. Stan Chu Ilo calls this a revelation of the "unequal and racist world we have built." He observes 

that a passport has become a measure of human worth. "I cannot conjugate the language of equality 

with the grammar of exclusion," he writes. He asks a painful question: Why is Africa silent? Recalling 

the 1966 African boycott of the World Cup qualifiers, he urges the continent to stand against a 

system that judges a person not by merit but by the passport they carry. 

 

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/u-s-denial-of-entry-to-somalias-fifa-referee-omar-

reveals-the-unequal-and-racist-world-we-have-built/ 

 

 

 

 

 

By Helen Kasaka 

 

At the 2026 Global Women's Health Summit, Sr. Grace Akunna John-Emezi delivered a powerful 

message: for many rural African women battling breast cancer, the greatest danger is not the disease 

itself, but silence. Cultural stigma, lack of agency in healthcare decisions, and a false divide between 

faith and medicine continue to cost lives. 

 

Sr. Grace challenged communities and faith leaders to become bridges to care, insisting that seeking 

medical treatment is itself an "act of faith." Her reflection moves beyond awareness to action, calling 

for structural changes that empower women to speak, be heard, and survive. "When women are 

denied information, discouraged from asking questions, or prevented from making decisions about 

their own bodies, healthcare itself becomes unequal," she warned. 

 

Read the full article: http://voiceafrique.org/when-women-find-their-voice-survival-becomes-

possible/ 

 

 

3. The Unequal and Racist World We Have Built 
 

 

 

 

4. When Women Find Their Voice: A Matter of Life and Death 
 

 

 

 

https://voiceafrique.org/u-s-denial-of-entry-to-somalias-fifa-referee-omar-reveals-the-unequal-and-racist-world-we-have-built/
https://voiceafrique.org/u-s-denial-of-entry-to-somalias-fifa-referee-omar-reveals-the-unequal-and-racist-world-we-have-built/
http://voiceafrique.org/when-women-find-their-voice-survival-becomes-possible/
http://voiceafrique.org/when-women-find-their-voice-survival-becomes-possible/
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Pan-African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN) 
www.pactpan.org 
www.pactpan.org  

 

 

 

Stay Connected & Support Our Mission 

e welcome your feedback, reflections, and contributions. 
VoiceAfrique is expanding and seeking committed 
contributors who desire to strengthen African Catholic 

journalism with integrity, depth, and hope. 
 
Contact: admin@pactpan.org 
 
• We invite you to explore advertising opportunities with us. 
• Support our mission and help us build a strong platform for 

African Catholic news analysis. 
• If you know someone who would benefit from this analysis? 

Please forward this update. 
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Sr. Helen Kasaka, LSMI 

Editor, VoiceAfrique Catholic 
News Analysis 
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