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Greetings from VoiceAfrique Catholic.

This past week brought urgent calls for accountability, theological reflection, and a
deeper look at the crises shaping our Church and continent. (June 16 — June 22)

By Sr. Helen Kasaka, LSMI
Communication Director

Pan African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN)




Here are the stories that shaped our week.

1. The MSF Sexual Abuse Scandal Points to a Larger Crisis in
Humanitarian Aid in Africa

By Stan Chu Ilo

The recent revelations concerning the sexual exploitation and abuse of Sudanese refugees within
Médecins Sans Frontiéres (Doctors without Borders) in Chad should shock the conscience of the
world. According to an internal report obtained by the Associated Press, dozens of allegations of
sexual abuse, exploitation, coercion, and misconduct were recorded within MSF's operations in
Chad, involving Sudanese refugees, Chadian nationals, MSF staff, contractors, underage girls, and
other vulnerable women.

What makes these revelations particularly horrifying is the nature of the alleged abuses. According to
the report, MSF investigated cases in which female refugees were sexually exploited in exchange for
food, water, and milk—basic necessities required for survival. Other allegations involved women
being pressured into sexual relationships in exchange for employment opportunities, while still other
cases involved the prostitution and exploitation of female refugees, including underage girls.

As disturbing as these revelations are, the greater tragedy is that they point to a much deeper and
more pervasive problem within the international humanitarian system. The allegations emerging
from Chad are not simply about individual wrongdoing. They expose structural failures that have
long plagued parts of the aid sector operating in Africa: unequal power relationships, weak
accountability mechanisms, inadequate oversight, sexual fetishization of Black bodies, organizational
cultures that protect institutions before victims, and a humanitarian model that often leaves the most
vulnerable people with little power to challenge those who control access to aid.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/the-msf-sexual-abuse-scandal/

2. International Conference on Synodality to Convene in Wiirzburg

By VoiceAfrique

The Pan-African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN), in collaboration with the
Institute for World Church and Mission, Germany, and Julius-Maximilians University of Wiirzburg,
has announced an international theological and pastoral conference on the theme: "Engaging
Synodality: Intercultural Perspectives for Re-Imagining Pastoral Possibilities." The conference will
take place from July 1-3, 2026, in Wiirzburg, Germany, bringing together leading theologians,
pastoral practitioners, canonists, religious leaders, and scholars from Africa, Europe, Asia, and Latin
America.



https://voiceafrique.org/the-msf-sexual-abuse-scandal/

At a time when Pope Leo XIV continues the Church's commitment to becoming a more missionary,
participatory, and listening Church, this gathering seeks to explore how synodality can move beyond
theory and become a lived reality in diverse ecclesial, cultural, and social contexts. A highlight of the
conference will be the keynote address by Fr. Stan Chu Ilo (Nigeria—USA), Coordinating Servant of
PACTPAN, entitled: "Nothing About Me Without Me: Co-Responsibility in a Synodal Church Family
of God."

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/international-conference-on-synodality/

3. African Leaders and the Burden of Inferiority: The Example of the
Ebola Saga of Kenya's President Ruto

By Cornelius Uche Okeke

Recent shifts in Kenya's Ebola preparedness have reignited a volatile debate across African
governance: the challenge of overcoming deeply entrenched patterns of dependency and deference in
international relations. Whether understood as a structural dependency, post-colonial psychological
conditioning, or a crisis of leadership identity, this phenomenon consistently surfaces when African
governments prioritize international approval over domestic welfare.

A prime flashpoint for this debate is the United States government's proposal to establish an Ebola
quarantine and treatment facility at Laikipia Air Base in Nanyuki, Kenya, for American personnel
exposed to or infected with the Ebola virus. This proposal forces a critical ethical question: why
should Kenya, a country with its own systemic health care challenges, absorb the biological risk of a
nation with superior medical infrastructure?

An Igbo proverb captures this reality with remarkable wisdom: "Ngwere emeghi ihe o jiri buru
ngwere, umuaka ahuo ya n'oku"—if a lizard fails to assert its identity, children will use it to prepare
pepper soup. The proverb highlights a universal truth: respect from others begins with self-respect.
Nations, like individuals, must recognize and defend their own worth if they expect others to do the
same.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/african-leaders-and-the-burden-of-inferiority/
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4. Renewing Africa's Sacramental Imagination in Light of Pope Leo's
Catechesis

By Leonida Katunge

At his General Audience on June 3, 2026, Pope Leo X1V, reflecting on Sacrosanctum Concilium,
reminds the Church that the liturgy is not a collection of ceremonies added to Christian life but the
privileged place where the mystery of God becomes accessible through rites, signs, and symbols. The
Council teaches that humanity's sanctification is accomplished through signs perceptible to the
senses, engaging the whole person—body, mind, and spirit—in an encounter with the living God.

The future of African liturgy, therefore, does not lie simply in preserving external cultural
expressions such as dance, drums, and traditional music, however valuable these may be. Rather, it
lies in recovering the deeper symbolic world through which African peoples perceive God's presence
and action in everyday life. Water, light, community, earth, hospitality, and reconciliation—these
symbols touch the deepest dimensions of African life and can become authentic mediations of the
mystery of Christ.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/renewing-africas-sacramental-imagination/

4. The Hidden Crisis Beneath Why So Many People No Longer Feel
Like Themselves

By Barry C. Eneh

There are forms of exhaustion that sleep cannot repair. You see them everywhere—in the nurse who
sits quietly in the car after a long shift, in the parent who keeps the family afloat while feeling
increasingly absent from his or her own life, in the professional who continues to meet deadlines
while carrying a persistent and unsettling question: What happened to me?

The deeper crisis of our time is not burnout. It is the slow loss of human coherence—the experience
of living from an integrated center, the quiet alignment of identity, values, relationships, purpose,
faith, and daily life. When coherence is present, people can endure hardship without completely
losing themselves. Yet modern life often accelerates fragmentation, with attention constantly pulled
in competing directions, silence becoming rare, and institutions rewarding productivity while
overlooking the human cost of prolonged emotional strain.

The human person is made for wholeness. We long to feel gathered rather than scattered. Beneath
the exhaustion of modern life lies a quieter longing—not simply to achieve more, not merely to
survive, but to become whole.

Read more: https://voiceafrique.org/the-hidden-crisis-beneath-burnout/
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Stay Connected & Support Our Mission

¢ welcome your feedback, reflections, and contributions,
VoiceAfrigue is expanding and seeking committed
cantributors who desire to strengthen African Catholic
Journalism with integrity, depth, and hope,

Contact: adminf@pactpan.org

«  We invite you to explore advertising opportunities with us.

«  Support our mission and help us build a strong platform for
African Catholic news analysis.

« If you know someone who would benefit from this analysis?
Please forward this update.
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