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Cry for dignity: The stories that shaped our week (July 3 — July 10)

Greetings from VoiceAfrique Catholic.

Here is the full weekly update, bringing together the urgent calls to action, historic milestones of
faith, and profound reflections on the human spirit that shaped the continent this week.

By Sr. Helen Kasaka, LSMI
Communication Director

Pan African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN)

Here are the stories that shaped our week (July 3—10, 2026)

1. Urgent action: Protecting Nigeria's children

By Vivian Emesowum

LAGOS, Nigeria — The Nigerian chapter of the Pan-African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network
(PACTPAN) has issued a clarion call for coordinated action to address the growing crisis of child
abductions. Described as a threat to national security, education, and sustainable development, the
issue was the focus of the recent webinar, "Child Kidnapping in Nigeria: Implications for Education,
Security and Sustainable Development."




Moderated by Vivian Emesowum, the webinar brought together faith leaders, educators, and policy
advocates to examine the root causes of the crisis, including systemic corruption and the erosion of
moral values. Participants agreed that protecting children requires a coordinated response involving
families, schools, government institutions, and faith communities.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/urgent-action/

2. Ouagadougou celebrates 125 years of faith

By Roger Dayamba

The Archdiocese of Ouagadougou commemorated 125 years since the arrival of the first missionaries
with a theological day held at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.

Under the theme "The pioneers of faith in Ouagadougou: Living memory, missionary flame for
today," the celebration honoured the courage and generosity of the early missionaries. Abbé Justin
Zangre reflected on their enduring spiritual legacy, emphasizing that their witness—rooted in the
Incarnation, sacrifice, and community—continues to inspire pastoral ministry while offering a timely
response to identity-based mistrust and violence.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/125-ans-de-levangelisation/

3. PACTPAN launches "Church of Now" youth leadership team

By VoiceAfrique

OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina Faso — On July 1, 2026, PACTPAN officially inaugurated the leadership
team of its new youth movement, Church of Now. The initiative seeks to empower young Africans as
protagonists in the renewal of the Church through leadership formation, dialogue, and
intergenerational collaboration.

According to PACTPAN's Director of Programs, Sr. Jane Kimathi, the movement provides young
Catholics with a space to deepen their faith while engaging with today's social, cultural, and digital

realities, ensuring that young people remain at the heart of the Church's mission.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/pactpan-launches-church-of-now/
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4. Cape Verde’s World Cup journey so far: What Africans can learn

By Stan Chu Ilo

Cape Verde's remarkable World Cup journey may have come to an end, but its significance extends
far beyond football. As the smallest nation to reach the tournament's knockout stage, the Blue Sharks
inspired millions through resilience, disciplined leadership, and unwavering belief.

Rather than focusing on the final result, Stan Chu Ilo reflects on what Africa can learn from Cape
Verde's extraordinary campaign. He argues that the team's success was built on vision, preparation,
and organizational discipline, offering a compelling blueprint for leadership, nation-building, and
collective purpose across the continent.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/cape-verdes-world-cup-journey/

5. When the headlines fade, the mission remains

By Pam Matambanadzo

In a world that quickly moves from one crisis to the next, the Church's mission remains steadfast.
This reflection reminds us that the Gospel is lived not only through major events but also through
quiet acts of faithful service. Whether in the compassion of a caregiver or the prayers of a parent, the
Church continues to build a future rooted in dignity, hope, and love.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/the-mission-remains/

6. When life stops holding together

By Rev. Dr. Barry C. Eneh

This reflection explores the fragmentation of modern life and the timeless call to integrity—the quiet
unity of a life centred on what truly matters. The author argues that genuine maturity is found not in
managing multiple roles, but in allowing every part of our lives to be shaped by a single, authentic
purpose.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/why-modern-life-fragments-the-self/
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~. If my soul were a mirror
By Rev. Dr. Barry C. Eneh
This moving poem reflects on the soul's capacity to remember its wounds and its capacity for healing.
It reminds readers that God does not equate brokenness with failure and invites us to become places

of welcome where weary hearts may find rest without fear or pretence.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/if-my-soul-were-a-mirror/

Stay Connected & Support Our Mission

¢ welcome your feedback, reflections, and contributions,
VoiceAfrigue is expanding and seeking committed
cantributors who desire to strengthen African Catholic
Journalism with integrity, depth, and hope,

Contact: adminf@pactpan.org

«  We invite you to explore advertising opportunities with us.

«  Support our mission and help us build a strong platform for
African Catholic news >

« If you know someone who would benefit from this analysis?
Please forward this update.
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