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Greetings from VoiceAfrique Catholic.

This past week brought urgent calls for accountability, theological reflection, and a deeper look at the
crises shaping our Church and continent.

By Sr. Helen Kasaka, LSMI
Communication Director

Pan African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN)

Here are the stories that shaped our week.
1. An African Perspective on the Global Church Consistory

By Stan Chu Ilo

In a profound news analysis, Father Stan Chu Ilo reflects on Pope Leo XIV's historic decision to

convoke a second consistory of cardinals within a single year. Drawing together approximately 178
cardinals in Rome, this gathering centers on dialogue regarding peace, synodality, and the ongoing
implementation of the synodal process.




Father Stan Chu Ilo argues that this evolving model of governance shifts Catholicism away from its
historic European heartland toward a more polycentric, global reality where the Global South—and
Africa in particular—holds vital pastoral wisdom. Rather than asking what the consistory can do for
Africa, the reflection flips the question: What can Africa contribute to the universal Church's
discernment? From enduring conflicts in Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo to rapid
digital transformations, African local churches offer a theology born of resilience and hope. The
article also highlights urgent conversations regarding representation, a "total ecclesiology" that
includes the voices of lay women and men, and the need for cardinals to remain deeply anchored in
the lived experiences of their local faithful.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/an-african-ecclesiological-reflection/

2. Addressing the Critical Water and Safety Crisis for Africa’s Youth

By Helen Kasaka

Reporting on a powerful virtual forum convened by the Pan-African Catholic Theology and Pastoral
Network (PACTPAN) to mark the Day of the African Child, Sister Helen Kasaka highlights a quiet
crisis of survival across the continent. While the historic day honors the schoolchildren of the 1976
Soweto Uprising who fought for academic freedom, today's children face devastating structural
neglect.

The forum addressed Africa's critical water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) crisis, revealing that
one in three African children lacks basic water at home, and over 1,000 children under five die daily
from preventable waterborne diseases. Keynote speaker Perpetual Tudyaliwe Chakwiya reframed
access to clean water not as charity, but as a fundamental human right. Church leaders and
advocates at the forum, including Father Stan Chu Ilo, challenged the Church to see clean water as a
non-negotiable pro-life issue. Alongside the water crisis, the update outlines the harrowing reality of
child security, prompting PACTPAN Nigeria to formally launch the #BringThemHome campaign to
ensure that children abducted by insurgent groups are never forgotten by the global community.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/on-the-day-of-the-african-child/

3. Reclaiming the Soul from the Fragmentation of Modern Life

By Rev. Dr. Barry C. Eneh

In a beautifully moving feature, Rev. Dr. Barry C. Eneh explores an existential depletion that sleep
alone cannot fix: the inner fragmentation caused by modern life. As a priest, healthcare chaplain, and
public health scholar, Dr. Eneh describes the quiet, heavy burden carried by professionals,
caregivers, and ordinary individuals who function successfully on the outside but feel completely
separated from their own lives.



https://voiceafrique.org/an-african-ecclesiological-reflection/
https://voiceafrique.org/on-the-day-of-the-african-child/

The article details how an age that rewards speed, constant digital connectivity, and relentless
productivity ultimately fractures attention, memory, and meaning. To counter this, Dr. Eneh points
toward the healing rich resource of African communal wisdom, where personhood is rooted in
relationship and belonging before individual achievement. True "human coherence"—the ability to
stay inwardly connected to God, community, and self amid chaos—is recovered not by doing more,
but through intentional pauses, silence, prayer, and Sabbath rest. It is a gentle call to resist
acceleration and begin the vital spiritual work of returning home to oneself.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/why-modern-life-fragments-the-self/

4. Coming Up: Engaging Synodality Conference - July 1—3, 2026

By VoiceAfrique Catholic

The Pan-African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN), in collaboration with the
Institute for World Church and Mission (Institut fiir Weltkirche und Mission), Germany, and Julius-
Maximilians University of Wiirzburg, is pleased to announce an international theological and
pastoral conference on the theme:

"Engaging Synodality: Intercultural Perspectives for Re-Imagining Pastoral Possibilities."

The conference will take place from July 1—3, 2026, in Wiirzburg, Germany, bringing together
leading theologians, pastoral practitioners, canonists, religious leaders, and scholars from Africa,
Europe, Asia, and Latin America to reflect on one of the most significant ecclesial developments of
our time: the reception and implementation of synodality in the life and mission of the Church.

At a time when Pope Leo XIV continues the Church's commitment to becoming a more missionary,
participatory, and listening Church, this gathering seeks to explore how synodality can move beyond
theory and become a lived reality in diverse ecclesial, cultural, and social contexts. Participants will
examine how local Churches across the world are responding to the call to walk together, discern
together, and share responsibility for the mission of the People of God.

Read the full article: https://voiceafrique.org/international-conference-on-synodality/
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Stay Connected & Support Our Mission

e weleome your feedback, reflections, and contributions.
VoiceAfrigue is expanding and seeking committed
contributors who desire to strengthen African Catholic
journalism with integrity, depth, and hope.

Contact: admin@pactpan.org

»  We invite you to explore advertising opportunities with us.

+ Support our mission and help us build a strong platform for
African Catholic news analysis.

+ If you know someone who would benefit from this analysis?
Please forward this update.
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