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Greetings from VoiceAfrique Catholic, the voice of the Pan-African Catholic Theology and Pastoral 

Network (PACTPAN). We extend a warm welcome to this week's reflections and news analysis. 

 

This week, we present a collection of analyses and reflections focusing on the Church's prophetic role 

in public life, the intersection between faith and political leadership, and the necessity for authentic 

partnerships that uphold the dignity of the Church in Africa. Additionally, we encourage personal 

discernment, inviting individuals to reflect on their life directions and the true significance of 

remaining faithful to one’s commitments. 

 

 

By Sr. Helen Kasaka, LSMI  

Communication Director   
 
Pan African Catholic Theology and Pastoral Network (PACTPAN) 

 

 
 
Here are the stories that shaped our week (July 27– August 3, 2026) 
 

 
By Helen Kasaka 

 

At the heart of this week’s political and ecclesial conversation is a question about the Church’s 

prophetic voice. In this forceful commentary, Fr. Stan Chu Ilo examines the controversy surrounding 

the Catholic bishops’ engagement with Nigeria’s presidency and defends Cardinal John Onaiyekan’s 
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1. In defense of Cardinal Onaiyekan: Tinubu, Ajayi, and the 
Sycophants who sustain misrule and abuse of power in Nigeria 
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right and responsibility to speak truth to power. The piece raises wider questions about governance, 

economic hardship, insecurity and the moral responsibility of Church leaders in a troubled society. 

 

Read more: https://voiceafrique.org/in-defense-of-cardinal-onaiyekan/ 

 

 

 
By Stan Chu Ilo 

 

Continuing the conversation on Catholic engagement with Nigerian politics, this analysis examines 

the positions of Catholic politicians from the South-East who support President Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu’s administration. It explores the complex relationship between political loyalty, regional 

identity, faith and the moral responsibilities of Catholic public officials. 

 

Read more: https://voiceafrique.org/tinubu-and-catholic-politicians/ 

 
 

 

By Helen Kasaka 

 

Moving from politics to the wider question of the Church’s mission and development, this reflection 

challenges traditional donor-recipient models in the Church in Africa. It calls for partnerships 

grounded not simply in funding, but in mutual trust, shared mission, dignity and co-responsibility—

an approach that recognises the African Church not merely as a recipient, but as an equal partner in 

the life and mission of the universal Church. 

 

Read more: https://voiceafrique.org/beyond-funding/ 

 

 

By Cornelius Uche Okeke 

 

What happens when “managing” becomes the normal language of vocation and daily life? This 

reflection looks beyond mere endurance and asks what it means to remain faithful with creativity, 

renewal and spiritual purpose. It challenges readers to consider whether their commitments are still 

life-giving or have gradually become burdens carried without renewed purpose. 

 

Read more: https://voiceafrique.org/we-are-managing/ 

2. Tinubu and the Catholic Politicians from the South-East Who 
Support Him 
 

 

 

3. Beyond Funding: Why the Church in Africa Needs Partnerships 
Built on Trust, Not Transactions 
 

 

 

 

 

4. We are managing: Why commitment demands creative Fidelity, not 
just endurance 
 

 

 

 

https://voiceafrique.org/in-defense-of-cardinal-onaiyekan/
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By Barry C. Eneh 

 

We conclude this week’s selection with a personal invitation to discernment. This reflection 

encourages readers to pause amid the demands of everyday life and ask whether the choices they are 

making are leading them towards the Gospel, authentic human flourishing and the purpose to which 

God calls them. 

 

Read more: https://voiceafrique.org/what-direction/ 

 

 

 

 

5. What direction is your life turning? 

 
 

 

 

 

https://voiceafrique.org/what-direction/

